
WEP commences implementation of her project: Connecting Women and Youth in Violent 

Extremist Prone areas through Empowerment and Skills Acquisition 

Violent extremism is a relatively new phenomenon in Nigeria as compared to some Middle East 

countries, and it has gained popularity just recently. It all started in North Eastern part of the 

country where an agitated group, Boko Haram started opposing the authority of the government. 

They started out using den guns and machetes to confront local authorities but suddenly 

graduated to using sophisticated weapons and detonating highly lethal bombs. Today, they have 

taken another dimension – they recruit children of ages from 8 years and above and use them as 

suicide bombers. They also recruit youth between ages 15 and above to join their army. 

Recently, the nature and rate of violence in Benue State too have increased, peaking in Agatu, 

Ado, Guma, Logo, Kwande and Ukum Local Governments. It is believed that this increase in the 

spate of violence is partly connected with massive migration of people from the North East as 

they flee from Boko Haram to the relatively peaceful Middle Belt Region. It is also believed that 

politicians incite youth to violence against their opponents, capitalizing on either their ignorance 

or their low economic status - It is an established fact that youth with low economic status are 

easily enticed by money and material things by those with higher income to helping them 

accomplish their missions.  

As part of her interventions in violent conflicts, and to curtail the above trend, Women 

Environmental Programme (WEP) has commenced activities towards the implementation of a 

project titled Connecting Women and Youth in Violent Extremist Prone Areas through 

Empowerment and Skills Acquisition in Benue State aimed at building resilience of 

communities through local based initiatives that prevent violent extremism. The project is to be 

implemented in Ado, Agatu, Kwande and Logo Local Government Areas in Benue State.  

Having put together a consortium, WEP commenced the project activities with a consortium 

meeting after which the organizational capacities of the Benue based NGOs that make up the 

consortium (Foundation for Justice Development & Peace, Angel Support Foundation, Gender  

& Environmental Risk  Reduction Initiative and Centre for Development and Social Justice)  

were assessed. A project inception workshop to bring together the government, stakeholders and 

benefiting communities was held to intimate them about the project and solicit their support for 

the project initiatives. The event attracted over 77 participants drawn from 

agencies/representatives of government, security agencies, benefiting communities, politicians 

and CSOs. All stakeholders pledged their support and commitment to the achievement of the 

project objectives.  

 



The baseline for the project was conducted immediately after the inception workshop following 

the recruitment and training of data collectors. 

To further strengthen the capacities of the consortium member organizations, WEP held a week 

long capacity development workshop to equip them with the skills needed to deliver on their 

implementation of the various project activities.    

The vision of WEPs consortium and the five (5) initiatives lined up for implementation is to 

achieve peaceful, just, safe and resilient communities with mutual coexistence between the 

populations and devoid of violent extremism. 

 

 

Consortium meeting  



 

WEP’s ED Priscilla Achakpa addressing stakeholders at the Project Inception Workshop 

 

The Project Manager Cliff Gai giving an overview of the project at the Project Inception 

Workshop  



 

The representative of the Governor Hon. B.B. Nungwa speaking at the Project Inception 

Workshop 

 

The Benue State Commissioner for Women Affairs and Social Development, Hon. Barr. 

Mwuese Mnyim speaking at the Project Inception workshop    



 

WEP’s Team conducting an organizational capacity assessment in the office of one of the 

consortium members.  

 

A session during the training for data collectors for the Project’s Baseline Survey  



 

 

A session during the capacity development workshop for the consortium members  

 

 

 

 


